MEDICATION REMINDER SYSTEM 
Priority Claim 

This application claims the benefit of U.S. provisional patent application number 
60/222,242 filed on August 1, 2000, the entirety of which is hereby incorporated by reference 

Field of the Invention 

This invention generally relates to a medication reminder system and more specifically to 
a system of linking drug dosage information to drug storage containers. 

Background of the Invention 

Modem medicine has made great strides in providing remedies for many common and 
serious afflictions. An effective and preferred method of treatment, in many cases, is 
administration of drugs. Consequently, many patients are required to take one or more drugs for 
either a short treatment period or for extended periods of time. 

It can be confusing to remember the treatment parameters of each drug and which 
container of drugs corresponds to what treatment regimen. This problem is accentuated when 
the patient suffers firom an ocular disorder, and/or short term memory difficulties, as may be the 
case with older patients. Reading small text on drug containers or even determining what kind of 
drug is within a specified container can be difficult. Also, it can be difficuh for a patient to learn 
more about the drugs they are taking, hiformation such as dosage limits and interaction effects 
with other drugs may be important. 

hiformation relevant to attempts to address these problems can be found in U.S. Patent 
No. 5,031,937. However, this reference suffers fi:-om the disadvantage that it does not disclose a 
system of linking drug containers to regimen information sheets which is easily used by the 


I 


visually impaired. Further, this reference does not disclose an easy way for the user to obtain 
more information about the drugs being taken or prescribed. 

Summary of the Invention 

The present invention is directed to an information system that satisfies these needs. The 
5 system comprises a color coded sheet depicting one or more rows and one or more columns. 
These rows and columns form a matrix which defines a pluraUty of fields. The rows and 
columns further include headers which define parameters of each row or column. These 
parameters include: medication, where to administer medication, when to administer medication 
and comments on administering medication. The system further comprises one or more color 

'Ho coded containers, the container color corresponding to the colors on the coded sheet. 

14 An individual patients prescription information is added to a sheet manually or via a 

m computer. Using a printer, a completed coded sheet can be printed firom the computer. 

^ Prescription information within the computer can be also transferred electronically to a patient's 

!:2 home or to a pharmacist. 

JIJ 15 The system may have a color coded sheet used in any number of medical fields, or to an 
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individual field, particularly Ophthalmology in the present apphcation. The system may have a 
color coded sheet specifically having rows shaded different colors. The system overcomes the 
problem of linking drug containers to regimen information sheets in a way which is easily used 
by patients to increase the understanding of their medical regimen. 

20 Brief Description of the Figures 

FIG. 1 shows a schematic of the medication reminder system; and 
FIG. 2 shows a sheet containing information. 
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Detailed Description of Preferred and Alternate Embodiments 

As shown in Figure 1, a medication reminder system 10 comprises a color coded sheet 20 
and one or more color coded containers 80 for holding medications. The color coded sheet 20 
may be designed for a group of specific medical afflictions (e.g. an Ophthalmology version) or 
5 may be generalized. 

The color coded sheet 20 may be one part of a larger tablet 22 which holds multiple 
sheets 20. The sheet 20 is preferably made of paper, but may be other materials such as plastic 
or cardboard. The sheet 20 functions to store information about what medication a patient 
should take, how to take the medication and when to take the medication. The sheet 20 may also 
yiO be used by caregivers who administer medications to patients. 

m Referring to Figure 2, information is recorded on the color coded sheet 20. The sheet 20 

Ly includes one or more rows 28 and one or more coliimns 30. The rows 28 and columns 30 
0^ intersect to form a matrix 34. The matrix defines individual fields 36. Each row 28 and column 
5;f 30 includes a header 38, Markings 26 which can include icons 32 can be placed within the 

1 5 header 38 which define a parameter associated with the row 28 or column 30. Each field 36, 
1^ which is created by an intersecting row 28 and column 30, necessarily has two defining 

parameters; a parameter from its row header 38 and a parameter from its colunm header 38. 

The sheet 20 may be color coded by shading an entire row 28 or column 30 with a color. 
An adjacent row 28 or column 30 may be shaded with a different color. Alternatively, a field 36 
20 within each row 28 or column 30 may be designated for color identification. A colored sticker 
40 may be placed in this field 36 to depict the color of the row 28 or column 30. A sheet 20 may 
include one or more rows 28 or columns 30 which are not color coded in any way. Additional 
markings 26 may be placed directly within individual fields 36. 
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The color coded sheet 20 includes medical markings 26 on its surface. These markings 
26 include designations of which medications are to be taken. The markings 26 also include 
designations of what time(s) the medications should be taken, for example breakfast, lunch, 
dinner, or bedtime. The markings 26 also include where the medications should be appUed or 
5 ingested, for example in the case of ocular medication, in the left eye, right eye, or both. The 
markings 26 may also include advertisements 42 or coupons for specific brand name drugs. 
These advertising or coupon markings are located outside of the matrix 34. The advertisements 
42 correspond to entries on a medical information database stored on a website supplied by the 
sponsoring advertiser of the sheet 20. The advertisement markings 26 may be changed on 
^Sl 0 subsequent printings of the sheet 20. 

rg Markings 26 and/or icons 32 may also be placed within individual fields 36. For 

:d example, a field 36 created by a column 30 having a header stating "Lunch" and a row 28 

having a header 38 stating "Medicine A" may be filled with a check mark icon 32. This icon 32 
Si indicates that Medicine A should be taken at lunch. Alternatively, a field 36 created by a colunm 
"1 15 30 having a header 38 stating "Conaments" and a row 28 having a header 38 stating "Medicine 
B" may be filled with text markings 26, such as "take only on an empty stomach." 

Referring again to Figure 1, the system 10 also contains one or more containers 80 to 
hold medicine. The containers 80 may be any shape or size such as bottles for sohd medicine, 
and bottles, droppers and vials for liquid medicine. The containers 80 may be made fi^om any 
20 material such as glass, plastic, or metal The containers 80 also contain indicators 82. Indicators 
82 may be such things as, colored caps, colored stickers, or colored text or the color of the 
medication itself The containers 80 fimction to store medicine. The containers 80 further 
function, using their indicators 82, to allow easy identification of the medicine contained within. 
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The containers 80 cooperate with the color coded sheet 20 in that each colored indicator 82 upon 
a container 80 matches a colored section of the sheet 20. 

To make use of the present system, the sheet 20 must be first filled out according to a 
doctor's prescription instructions. The sheet 20 may be filled out by the patient, doctor or a 
5 pharmacist. The appropriate fields 36 are completed with markings 26 and/or icons 32. Li one 
embodiment of the invention the markings 26 are manually written onto a pre-printed sheet 20 
by a doctor or doctor's assistant, hi another embodiment of the invention the prescription 
instructions or infomation is inputted into a computer system. A printer within the computer 
system then prints markings onto a preprinted sheet or prints the markings as well as the rows, 

^SlO columns and headings onto a blank sheet. The completed sheet is then given to the patient or his 

fll or her caregiver, hi addition, or alternatively, the computer system can send relevant 

prescription instructions or information, via electronic means known in the art, to a patient's 
' home or to a pharmacy. Any information can be transmitted to the pharmacy, but especially 

JS relevant information includes drug refill authorizations and new medication prescription 

Li, 15 information. 

j:.i= If the patient has not already picked the specific medication or brand or desires 

information on side effects and interactions, he may refer to the markings regarding 
advertisements 42. The patient or pharmacist may access a website where information about 
drugs matching the markings 42 are kept, or minimal information can be provided at the location 
20 of the marking 42, Medicine containers 80 are then color coded according to the prescription 
instructions and colors on the sheet 20. The patient refers to the sheet 20 one or more times a 
day to determine when and how dosages of medicine must be taken. The patient uses the color 
coding system to easily identify the correct medicine container. 
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The present medication reminder system 10 has common color coding existing between 
the information sheet 20 and the medicine containers 80. Patients, especially those being treated 
for a disorder of the eyes can easily match the appropriate dosage instructions with the 
appropriate medicine. The system also provides easy access to more information about the 
5 medications prescribed. A patient simply refers to a marking regarding advertisements 42 on the 
information sheet 20 and accesses a website having a database including all such medications. 

Although the invention has been shown and described with reference to certain preferred 
embodiments, the invention is not limited to these specific embodiments. Minor variation and 
insubstantial differences in the various combination of material and methods may occur to those 
!il 0 of ordinary skill in the art while remaining within the scope of the invention as claimed and 
iiJ equivalents. 
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